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Forty years ago IBM changed the worlds of computing 
and business - and transformed itself - with the revolutionary 
System/360. The spirit of that time thrives today in a new era 
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that today seems inevitable, almost like an act of for IBM customers to tap into the power of modern 

nature, came about because of a very conscious and computer technology The result was the System/360 

extremely risky decision by a relatively small group of family of compatible mainframe computers, and a 

people. IBM managers and engineers had a choice complementary array of pioneering innovations in 
in the early 1960s. They could have continued to storage, memory, and integrated circuit technology. 






game-changing innovation isn’t achieved by inventing 
technologies in a vacuum and throwing them over 
the wall, but by an intimate collaboration between 
technology and business needs, between IBM, our 
clients and our Business Partners. 
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Part One: Betting the Company 
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One giant leap for mankind: IBM hardware and 
software played a critical role in landing 
the first astronaut on the moon, July 20, 1969. 
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The huge success of the IBM 1410, a compatible degree in mathematics, Learson was an imposing 

upgrade from the popular 1401, clearly showed IBM figure - both physically and mentally. (Pugh 1995,175) 

just how much customers valued compatibility. He joined IBM in 1935, rose quickly in the sales 
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name ‘System/360’ on the nose of the corporate 
airplane, I decided it was all right to begin releasing 
our press kits and other materials with the name 
System/360.” 






Part One: Betting the Company 
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Part One: Betting the Company 
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started asking bold questions: Now that I can do this, the human genome with every MRI (Magnetic San Fr ancisco, May 2003. 

how would I run a bank differently? How would I run Resonance Imaging) machine and with every 

an insurance company differently? How would I run patient history, how would it change the course of 

an airline differently? modern medical practice? 
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